
My Virtual Connoisseur has evolved from a real passion for food and drink. Our background 
premium events has always been about delivering excellence, but for me wine has always 

been more of a hobby than a profession. 

This hobby of searching for rare, interesting and different wines has opened my eyes to 
what is out there and there is no greater joy than sharing this with other people. Wine 
should always be a journey of discovery and adventure. Once you start to pull back the 
layers there are worlds of depth and intrigue that will provide a lifetime of enjoyment.

I have been lucky enough to work with some of the best Sommeliers in the country and I 
have learnt many things, but the most important lesson of all, is that you will never be able 

to know everything there is to know about wine.

The industry is constantly evolving and changing with boundaries being pushed all the time. 
Countries experimenting with different grape varieties and blends constantly move the goal 
posts. Climates are changing and microclimates are always being discovered that drastically 

influence the way grapes are grown and ripened. Pairing wines with different foods and 
combinations of flavours is forever evolving alongside the continued enhancement of 

modern cuisine.

The problem is that because the world of wine is so complicated, we often apply our own 
rules and restrictions to help us make some sort of sense of it all. These restrictions make 

us safe and lead us to make decisions based on what we know and understand.
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People walk into restaurants every day and already know what wine they are going to order 
before they have even looked at the wine list because they have found their safe ground. 

Wines like New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc have revolutionised the market with its fruity, 
aromatic flavour as well as new world reds like Malbec that offer a full-bodied style but 

burst with ripe berry fruit flavours. If you can understand why you like the wines you like, 
and you are willing to experiment, you will find there are so many wines that will suit your 
palette and give you so much more variation and enjoyment. Certain wines are much more 
readily available than others and having the time to know how to fully submerge yourself in 

the world of wine is not an easy task.

The skill of pairing food and wine together can also be daunting and sometimes 
under-appreciated but many of you will know how certain combinations of flavours can 

enhance not only the meal but the wine itself.

Choosing the right wine is all about understanding how its body, acidity, sweetness and 
structure can combine with different flavour profiles in food. This is an incredibly rewarding 

interest to have and getting the match exactly right can be magnificent. 

Take for example the classic pairing of Sancerre and a Loire Valley goats cheese. The 
Sauvignon Blanc grape variety in a Sancerre has the perfect crisp acidity to cut through the 

richness of the goats cheese. The citrus in the wine enhances the flavour of the cheese 
while the aromanticness of the wine acts as a seasoning. On the palette the two flavours 
find a compromise where the rich cheese takes some of the sharpness of the wine away, 

while the wine lightens and freshens up the rich textures of the cheese. 

“This truly is a match made in heaven”



I have developed My Virtual Connoisseur and My Connoisseur Club to offer everyone a 
way of thinking outside of the box when it comes to wine. 

I will share with you some of the most rare and interesting wines in the world that you 
would never know were there unless you knew where to look. 

You will embark on a journey with me on my continued search and exploration of all things 
rare. You will discover interesting and new wines and grape varieties to learn about.

You will understand and appreciate the full potential and joy that fully appreciating wine 
can bring. 

We will provide you with a vessel to learn and develop your wine knowledge and give you 
access to something completely different. 

Together we will break down the boundaries and learn that we do not need to fully 
understand but to only try, enjoy and appreciate everything the world of wine has to offer.
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